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Under the umbrella of the 50x2030 Initiative to Close the Agricultural Data Gap, the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) collaborates with the Tanzania National
Bureau of Statistics (TNBS) and the Office of the Chief Government Statistician in Zanzibar (OCGS)
to implement the national annual agricultural sample survey (AASS). FAO provides technical
support for the design and implementation of four annual agricultural surveys from 2023 to 2026
to generate timely, high-quality agricultural data. Through the Initiative, the country will
strengthen its national statistics system, improve the use of survey data in policymaking and
enhance the capacity of key data users to optimize evidence-based decisions.

Key features

This note provides key insights on farming in the United Republic of Tanzania. It
presents indicators on agricultural land and holding size, crop output and income,
farm input use and the participation of women in agriculture. More detailed
indicators are available in the survey report and online tables. A technical annex at
the end of this document provides further details on the indicators presented,

definitions, sources and assumptions used.


https://tanzania.opendataforafrica.org/dyqyakb
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Cultivated land and distribution by crop type

A large share of the United Republic of Tanzania’s 18.9 million of hectares of cultivated area is
dedicated to staple crops, such as maize, rice, beans, cassava, and sweet potatoes. Cash crops,
such as coffee, cotton, cocoa or tea, represented approximately 15 percent of the country’s
cultivated area during the 2022/23 season.

Share used for staple crops

Total cultivated land 85 %
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Size of agricultural holdings

The average size of agricultural holdings in the
United Republic of Tanzania is just above 2 hectares,

Hectares
with significant variations across regions, ranging 4
from 0.4 hectares in Mjini magharibi to 4.2 in Dar-es-
3
Salaam.
2

Average holding size

2.1

hectares

Source: Tanzania Annual Agricultural Sample Survey 2022/23.

Note: Refer to the disclaimer on page 7 for the names and boundaries
used in this map.
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Crop output and yields

The United Republic of Tanzania’s main staple crops are maize and paddy, with a combined output
of 9.4 million tonnes and yields ranging between 1.8 to 2.2 tonnes per hectare.

Crops Harvested area Output Yield
hectares tonnes tonnes per ha

Maize 3854979 6972 306 1.8
Rice, paddy 1 099 946 2 444 147 2.2
Cashew nut 915 719* 135 595 0.24
Beans 611618 678 236 1.1
Sunflower 577 786 480 394 0.8
Groundnut 390977 412 095 1.1
Sorghum 305 046 292 157 1.0
Cassava 298 281 696 689 2.3

Note: * planted area.
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Crop output by region

The production of maize is concentrated in the center and south of the country, ranging from
614 150 tonnes in Ruvuma to just about 100 tonnes in the coastal region of Kaskazini Pemba, in
Zanzibar. The regional variability in paddy output is less marked, the highest production being
recorded in Morogoro with over 400 000 tonnes, the lowest in Mjini magharibi with 542.
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Source: Tanzania Annual Agricultural Sample Survey
2022/23.

Note: Refer to the disclaimer on page 7 for the names
and boundaries used in these maps.

Farm inputs

Organic and inorganic fertilizers (such as Minjingu nafaka plus), are used by approximately a
quarter of agricultural households in the United Republic of Tanzania. While pesticides are used
by more than a third of agricultural households (36.8 percent), only 27 percent of them used
herbicides, indicating that weeding remains mostly a manual operation in the United Republic of
Tanzania.

Inorganic fertilizers Organic fertilizers

25.1% 27.2 %

Share of farmers
using
Pesticides of Herbicides
which

36.8% 27%
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Participation of Women in Farming

Women are well represented in the agricultural workforce, with close to 50 percent of
participation. Despite representing only about a quarter of the agricultural households’ heads,
women are also significantly involved in farm management (46 percent of decision-makers are
women).

Women making decisions on farm management

46.1%

Women involved in farming activities of those that make important farm management

48.8 %

of the agricultural workforce are women

decisions are women

Women-headed households

27.1%

of the households are headed by women

Technical Annex
Sources and scope

e Data source: Annual Agricultural Sample Survey covering the agricultural season 2022/23.
e Maps and tables source: Annual Agricultural Sample Survey 2022/23.

e Geographical scope: the indicators presented in this note are representative of the
population of agricultural holdings in the United Republic of Tanzania Mainland as well as

in Zanzibar.
e Product scope: the indicators by commodity are only presented for the 8 main crops in
planted area terms. Livestock-related indicators are covered in another note.
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Indicators

All the indicators produced in this brief are weighted by the relevant extrapolation factors, and
hence can be considered as statistically representative at the geographical scale at which they are
presented.

e Yields (tonnes per hectare): calculated as averages of farm-level yields weighted by
guantities harvested of each crop.
e Organic fertilizers include solid manure, liquid manure, green manure, compost, sewage

sludge, biofertilizers and other organic fertilizers.
e Inorganic fertilizers include urea, Diammonium phosphate (DAP), Calcium ammonium

nitrate (CAN), Ammonium sulphate (SA), Nitrogen, phosphorus, potassium (NPK),
Minjingu nafaka plus, NPS zinc and other inorganic fertilizer.

e Pesticides include insecticides, rodenticides, fungicides and other pesticides.

e Herbicides include liquid and solid herbicides.

e The main cash crops in the United Republic of Tanzania include cotton, sugar, cashew nuts,

coffee, tea, sisal, tobacco and most horticultural crops.
e The main staple crops in the United Republic of Tanzania include maize, rice, cassava,
beans, sweet potatoes, bananas, sorghum, millet and Irish potatoes.

Map disclaimer:

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on these maps do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers and boundaries. Dashed lines on maps represent
approximate border lines for which there may not yet be full agreement.
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